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and it has been proposed to render this more system-
atic, and to improve the chance of promotion of
able men, by making the services of the Straits Settle-
ments, the Federated Malay States, and Hong Kong
into one great colonial service for the East. Such
a change would render the career more attractive to
young men of talent, and this is, after all, the
essential point.
The result of the system of competitive examina-
tion is much the same for the Eastern colonies as
for India. It occasionally produces a mere student
who has no administrative power, but such cases
appear to be rare, and no one to-day would seriously
propose to give it up. On the other hand, the fact
that the English feel obliged to open their examina-
tions to all British subjects sometimes involves star-
tling consequences. Among the men, for example,
who of late years have obtained Eastern Cadetships
by means of competition have been a Sikh from
India and a Mulatto from Barbadoes. Neither of
these men can have the same influence over the
Malays as an Englishman, and neither of them
would, of course, have been deliberately selected for
the service.
BRITISH   COLONIES  ELSEWHERE
While the competitive system, either open or
limited, is used in a subsidiary way for the appoint-
ment to clerkships, etc., in some of the other colo-
nies, there is no colonial civil service recruited by